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Cino's Canzone addressed to Dante on the death of
Beatrice, as well as his answer to the first sonnet of the
Vita Nuova, indicate that the two poets must have
become acquainted in youth, though there is no earlier
mention of Cino in Dante's writings than those which,
occur in his treatise on the Vulgar Tongue. It might
perhaps be inferred with some plausibility that their
acquaintance was revived after an interruption by the
sonnet and answer at p. 392, and that they afterwards
corresponded as friends till the period of Dante's death,
when Cino wrote his elegy. Of the two sonnets in which
Cino expresses disapprobation of what he thinks the
partial judgements of Dante's Commedia, the first seems
written before the great poet's death, but I should think
that the second dated after that event, as the Paradise,
to which it refers, cannot have become fully known in its
author's lifetime. Another sonnet sent to Dante elicited
a Latin epistle in reply, where we find Cino addressed as
£ frater carissime '. Among Cino's lyrical poems are
a few more written in correspondence with Dante, which.
I have not translated as being of little personal interest.
Guittoncino de! Sinibuldi (for such, was Cino's full
name) was born in Pistoia, of a distinguished family, in
the year 1270. He devoted himself early to the study
of law, and in 1307 was Assessor of Civil Causes in his
native city. In this year, and in Pistoia, the endless
contest of the ' Black' and ' White ' factions again
sprang into activity; the c Blacks' and Guelfs of
Florence and Lucca driving out the ' Whites' and
Ghibellines, who had ruled in the city since 1300.
With their accession to power came many iniquitous
laws in favour of their own party ; so that Cino, as a.
lawyer of Ghibelline opinions, soon found it necessary
or advisable to leave Pistoia, for it seems uncertain
whether his removal was voluntary or by proscription.
He directed his course towards Lombardy, on whose
confines the chief of the 4 White ' party, in Pistoia,
Filippo Vergiolesi, still held the fortress of Pitecchio.
Hither Vergiolesi had retreated with his family and
adherents when resistance in the city became no longer

